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# Presenter Presenter 
Title 

Presentation 
Title Presentation Description 

 

1 Amanda 
Stanfield 

Grow 
Fourth 
Urban 
Farm    

Microfarm 

Topics you will learn about: Who we are, FFAR project, formation of the co-
op, where we are today. Sustainability as a rule, not the exception (both 

ecological and financial sustainability). Challenges to micro farming and how 
the cooperative model seeks to address them. Neighborhood and community 

impact. 

2 Cherie 
Kubota 

Ohio State 
University 

Controlled 
Environment 
Agriculture/ 
Hydroponics  

Controlled environment agriculture (CEA) is crop production under some 
level of controlled environment to optimize the crop production. Many CEA 

farms use hydroponics or soilless cultivation – a crop growing method 
without using soil. You will learn key technologies, crop types, challenges, 

and opportunities in CEA. 

3 Lyndsay 
Biehl 

Wild Root 
Flower Co. 

Growing and 
Selling Cut 

Flowers 

Whether you are growing flowers or considering incorporating flowers into 
your existing farming operation, this talk is for you. Lyndsay brings 23 years 

of Horticultural experience with her and shares her top resources for 
growing, marketing, and selling profitable flowers.  

4 

Dave 
Apsley 

and Lee 
Beers  

OSU 
Extension  

Chainsaw 
Safety  

This session will demonstrate and provide tips on the basics of chainsaw 
safety and maintenance. Safety topics include personal protective 

equipment, saw safety features as well as safe starting and operating 
techniques.  Maintenance topics will include but are not limited to saw 

inspection and cleaning, fuel mixing and storage, and chain sharpening and 
tensioning. 

5 Anne 
Joudrey  

Apple Hill 
Orchard   

Starting and 
Managing an 

Orchard   

Come learn about the fascinating world of Apples! The history, the science, 
and the up-to-date information about growing this staple for the modern 

American diet. 

6 Gary Gao OSU South 
Centers 

“Super Berry” 
Production 

and Marketing   

Super fruits, such as aronia, elderberries, golgi berries, hardy figs, and hardy 
kiwis, are gaining popularity in Ohio. Please join Dr. Gary Gao for an 

informative session on how to grow these interesting fruit crops. He will 
share his experiences with these crops from the last 10 years. He will also 

answer questions on traditional super fruits, such as blackberries, 
blueberries, and raspberries.  

7 Ashley 
Leach  

Ohio State 
University 

Invasive Pests 
in Fruit 

Production  

In this presentation, I will discuss established and emerging insect pests of 
fruit, including spotted lanternfly. I will review basic biology as well as 

management of these pests in fruit. 

8 Matthew 
Kleinhenz   

Ohio State 
University 

Growing in 
High Tunnels    

9 Kathy 
Smith   

OSU 
Extension  

Timber 
Harvesting 

and Marketing   

A landowner will usually go through one, maybe 2 timber sales in their 
lifetime. We will talk about the steps that can lead to an outcome that best 

meets the landowners’ goals and objectives. 
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10 Marne 
Titchenell  

OSU 
Extension  

Managing 
Your 

Woodland for 
Wildlife  

Are you a hunter, a bird watcher, or perhaps you’d simply like to see more 
wildlife in your woods? Come to this session to learn about the top 10 things 

you can do with your woods to bring in the wildlife. 

11 Marne 
Titchenell 

OSU 
Extension  

Landscaping 
for Wildlife  

This session will focus on native plants to incorporate into your landscape to 
attract songbirds, hummingbirds, and butterflies. We will also discuss bird 

feeders and nest boxes. 

12 

Les Ober 
and 

Gabriel 
Karns  

OSU 
Extension 

Maple Syrup 
production  

This will be an outdoors walking tour: Explore the Ohio State University 
Mansfield sugarbush to learn more about the sweetest of the non-timber 

forest products – maple syrup! Tapping maples can be a fun family activity 
for a winter weekend or be a legitimate and lucrative revenue stream at 
larger scales.  Join us for a walk in the woods to learn more about this 

sustainable forest resource. 

13 

Ted 
Wiseman 
and Chris 
Penrose  

OSU 
Extension  

Water and 
Fencing for 
Livestock   

Water and fencing are important factors in raising livestock. This session will 
cover basic fencing and water systems for different species of livestock.  

14 Christine 
Gelley  

OSU 
Extension  

Basic of 
Forage and 

Pasture 
Management   

Pasture management is a job that requires knowledge of how to provide for 
the needs of both plants and animals in the same system. In this session, 

you will understand how forage plants grow and how to use forage growth to 
the advantage of various classes of livestock. Specific examples for cattle, 

sheep, goat, and horses will be included in the presentation. 

15 

Garth 
Ruff and 

Dean 
Kreager  

OSU 
Extension  

Maximizing 
Reproduction 

of a Small 
Beef Herd  

This session will focus on management considerations for small to mid-size 
cow-calf enterprises. Focusing on reproduction, we will discuss several 

strategies including artificial insemination, in which producers may increase 
breeding efficiency and profitability in their herds. 

16 
Tony Nye 
and Brady 
Campbell  

OSU 
Extension  

Health 
Considerations 
for Sheep and 

Goats  

Sheep and goats continue to bring a premium in the market today. In order 
for producers to capitalize on this demand, one must first understand the 

potential health concerns that may arise during production. This presentation 
will cover general health considerations in sheep and goat production 

including those that are related to nutrition, reproduction, lamb management, 
and parasites.  

17 
Mike and 

Jenny 
Napier  

Local 
Producer Growing Hops  

"Hops as a Crop in Ohio" - Learn what is a hop? How does it grow? How 
does it sell in Ohio? Hop farming takes a large upfront investment for 

establishing a trellised yard, a strong pest and disease control program and 
added post-harvest processing. Learn the basics while you investigate this 

fun and thirst-quenching crop. 

18 Jeff 
Wilkinson   

Local 
Producer 

Shitake 
Mushroom 
Production   

Learn how to grow shitake mushrooms. Jeff will demonstrate how to drill and 
plug oak logs for production. Participants will discuss the laying, incubation 

stage and finally the fruiting stage of mushroom production.  



2022 Sowing Seeds for Success Small Farm Conference  
Presentation Descriptions  

 

# Presenter Presenter 
Title 

Presentation 
Title Presentation Description 

 

19 Lee Beers OSU 
Extension 

Getting 
Started in 

Hemp 
Production 

Growing and selling hemp can be a risky enterprise. This session will provide 
an overview on how to get started in hemp cultivation in Ohio and avoid the 
pitfalls present in the industry. Licensing requirements, market updates, and 

agronomic information will be discussed for CBD, fiber, and grain hemp 
crops. 

20 Ann 
Chanon 

OSU 
Extension 

Secrets from 
the Pawpaw 

Patch  

Are you interested in diversifying to your crop mix, and are you considering 
adding paw paws? Come and discover what you need to know before 

starting a commercial pawpaw orchard. You will learn establishment and 
management techniques to produce high quality fruit. 

21 Mike 
Hogan   

OSU 
Extension 

Choosing an 
Enterprise 

What is the most profitable enterprise for small or beginning farmers? Should 
I begin farming by growing high value fruits and vegetables? What types of 

enterprises will require supplemental labor? These and many other questions 
about how a new or small farm operation should evaluate potential farm 

enterprises will be addressed during this presentation. Participants will be 
introduced to a process which will help families determine which enterprises 

match their business and family goals and objectives. 

22 

Mike 
Hogan, 
David 

Marrison, 
Tony Nye  

OSU 
Extension 

The 
Government is 
Actually Here 

to Help  

The government can actually help your small farmer! This session will 
provide an overview of the different governmental and educational agencies 

which have programs that can help your small farm. 

23 David 
Marrison 

OSU 
Extension 

Is Farming for 
You? 

Introduction to 
Farm Business 
Management   

Are you new to farming? This session will provide an overview of managing a 
small farm and the factors to consider as you develop you small farm plan. 

Attend and develop a road map for success. 

24 Jason 
Hartschuh  

OSU 
Extension 

Purchasing a 
Used Tractor  

As your small farm grows beyond what can be done with manual labor 
purchasing a new or used tractor can make your life easier and your 

operation more efficient. Purchasing the wrong tractor for your operation can 
be costly and if it needs major mechanical repairs or is the wrong size for the 

task you need it to perform. In this session we go over major inspection 
points on used tractors and considerations for selecting the right size tractor. 

25 Shelly 
Detwiler  

Mitchell’s 
Berries  

Creative 
Marketing 

Facebook, Instagram & beyond!  Exciting out of the box ideas to get people 
to your farm. 

26 Christie 
Welch   

OSU South 
Centers 

Choose the 
Best Market 
Channel for 
Your Farm 
Success  

There are many ways that consumers can access the locally produced foods 
they have come to love. Are you meeting your customers’ needs with your 

market channel? Learn about the different market channels and how to 
evaluate what market channels work best for your farm. 

27 Benji 
Ballmer   

Yellowbird 
Food Shed  

Marketing 
Your Produce 
to Wholesale 

Buyers  

If you are interested in adding a wholesale channel to your farm portfolio, 
come and learn what buyers are looking for before you ever get in front of 

them. Know your market first! 
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28 Mary 
Griffith   Developing a 

Marketing Plan       

29 

Liz 
Looker 

and 
Angela 

Dinneen 

Local 
Producer 
and Ohio 

Department 
of 

Agriculture 

Selling Meat at 
Markets and 

Off Your Farm  

This panel presentation will inform the producer on what types of meats are 
allowed to be sold directly on the farm to the end consumer and how to sell 
your meats off site at places like Farmers Markets. The program will go over 
the regulations and licensing requirements for both on and off site selling of 
meats. A Morrow County producer who raises feeder calves and feeder pigs 

to sell freezer meat from the farm.  Liz will be talking about her business, 
market channels and what works best for her and her husband.  

30 Karam 
Sheban 

Rural 
Action 

Growing 
Ginseng   

31 Emily 
Marrison 

OSU 
Extension 

Navigating the 
World of 

Cottage Food 
Regulations  

Whether you have a passion for cooking or baking or all things foodie, or you 
are looking for options to diversify your farm business offerings, Cottage 

Foods may be right for you. Bring questions to this session about the 
feasibility of a creative twist on a traditional baked good or other food item. 
Learn about alternate processing opportunities even if the food you want to 

make does not fall under Ohio Cottage Food law.  

32 Bridget 
Britton 

OSU 
Extension  

Bury Seeds 
Not Stress 

When you live where you work, there are stressors that can go 
unacknowledged. Agriculture life brings unique challenges to us personally 
and professionally. Join us as we identify what makes us unique and talk 

about coping strategies. 

 


