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OSU Extension-Morrow County, Morrow County Recycling/Keep America Beautiful, 

Headwaters Outdoor Education Center, Morrow SWCD, ECO Center, Mt. Gilead State 

Park, Ohio Department of Wildlife, Lutheran Memorial Camp, Terradise Nature Center, 

Morrow County Park District and Marion County Park District. 



Welcome to Adventures In Morrow 2021! 

AIM to explore parks this summer! 

 
Welcome to Adventures In Morrow (AIM) 2021!  It is fun, you will explore your Morrow County Parks, and you will get 

out and hike to a healthier lifestyle!   

Here is how to Adventure In Morrow! 

1.  A map with all the parks is in this booklet.  You may pick and choose which parks you would like to visit. 

2.  This booklet is filled with the park information that will help you find the clues to write in your book for eight (8) 
parks.  Each park has its own adventure/directions!   Use the last page to write the answers.   

OSU Extension-Morrow FCS and 4-H will also be rewarding families with prizes for documenting steps taken during your 
adventure.  You can total your group’s steps at each site and document those numbers on your answer page.   

Live heathy, Live well!  https://fcs.osu.edu/programs/nutrition/live-healthy-live-well 

3.  After at least six (6) parks clues are found from your adventure:   

A. Take a picture of your last page/answer page and scan it to the email to morrowmeec@gmail.com          OR  

B. Drop off your completed booklet at the OSU Extension-Morrow County drop box (5362 US Highway 42 Mt. 
Gilead, Ohio 43338).   

Your family will be put into a drawing for local prizes. The drawing for the prizes will be after Labor Day!     

Safety Tips:  

-  All Covid-19 guidelines at are to be followed as directed by the State of Ohio.    

-  You might encounter wet or muddy trails at times; wear appropriate foot gear.  You may also encounter high grass as 

well. 

-  Poison ivy grows abundantly along some of the trails, on the ground and on trees.  Be sure you know what it looks like 

before you touch anything! 

-  Ticks can be found in long grass.  Make sure you check 

for ticks on your clothing and skin. 

-  Some parks have more mosquitoes than others.  Bring 

along some repellant.   

-  Carry a cell phone with you and stay with your group.   

 

 

                 Memorial Day to Labor Day 

https://fcs.osu.edu/programs/nutrition/live-healthy-live-well
mailto:morrowmeec@gmail.com


Park Rules and Regulations 
- So that each visitor may have a safe and enjoyable experience, the Morrow County 

Park District and Morrow Environmental Education Committee have adopted the 

following regulations. 

 

1. Visitors are always required to be on designated trails or other improved public facilities.  

 

2. Littering is prohibited and enforced! A carry-in/carry out policy for trash is in effect to help reduce costs and eliminate 

unsightly trash containers and associated insect pests. 

 

3. No person shall injure, deface, destroy, disturb or remove any flowers, shrubs, trees, plants or other vegetation, rocks, 

mushrooms, all animals, birds, reptiles or amphibians or any other natural occurring feature within the park without 

written permission. 

 

4. Alcoholic beverages, illegal drugs and hallucinogens or tobacco smoking within the park is prohibited. 

 

5. No person shall operate or ride bicycles, horses, motorized vehicles, or any wheeled vehicles on park trails unless 

necessary for the physically challenged. 

 

6. Persons may be present in the park only between sunrise and sunset unless otherwise permitted by the Morrow 

County Park District. 

 

7. No person shall disturb, move, deface, or destroy any research tags, materials, or apparatus within the park. 

 

8. Domestic animals are prohibited. 

 

9. No person shall release any wild or domestic animal or plant in the park. 

 

10. No person shall leave any vehicle within the park or after closing hours except in an emergency.  

 

11. Swimming in park waters is prohibited.  

 

12. Fishing in park waters or streams is permitted ONLY where posted. Fishers must abide with all Ohio Division of 

Wildlife regulations including having a valid Ohio fishing license.  Some parks do not allow fishing. 

 

13. Hunting and trapping within the park are only permitted by written permission from the Morrow County Park 

District. 

 

14. ALL STATE LAWS APPLY. All Ohio Revised Code sections, including motor vehicle, wildlife and environmental 

protection apply to park properties and may be enforced by any Ohio law enforcement officer. 
All participants agree to release and hold harmless the Morrow Environmental Education Committee (MEEC)/the 

Morrow County Park District (MCPD), employees, officers and agents, from, and in all respect to, my child’s direct or 

indirect liabilities, claims, damages, losses or injuries, and to indemnify MEEC/MCPD against attorney’s fees arising from 

any action brought against MEEC/MCPD et al as a result of my child’s participation in the Summer Adventures in Morrow 

or any misrepresentation or non-fulfillment, except to the extent that said liabilities, claims, damages, losses or injuries 

are a result of the willful acts of MEEC/MCPD et al. 



Maxwell Park                 

This park is located east of downtown Cardington on State Route 42 along the banks of the 

Whetstone Creek, (329 E. Main Street). 

Maxwell Park consists of 17.380 acres.  This park was donated to the Village by the Maxwell family in February 

2006.  Some of the amenities to be enjoyed here is picnicking, fishing & hiking.  

The 17.380 acres that make up Maxwell Park was part of the Maxwell Family Dairy Farm and home of 

Riverside Dairy.   Riverside Dairy was established in 1915 and had delicious ice cream. Riverside ice cream is 

still being made by Rob Lill in Marion, Ohio and currently available locally at Singing Springs Nook in 

Cardington and Kroger’s in Mt. Gilead. 

Running along the banks of the Whetstone, the park features riparian habitat, of many native grasses and 

plants, and wetlands. There is a long loop and a short loop trail that run over a mile in length. One of the last 

remaining low head dams in the Olentangy watershed is located just past the north end of the park. This park 

is less than ten years old, and each year we see more progress and diversity as natural habitats replace 

formerly agricultural and residential land. 

 

What aquatic animal has built its home along the river?  

    

  

 

 

 

 

Add your answer to the 

last page!  



Sheedy Sanctuary 
  148 County Road 204 Centerburg, Ohio 43011 

South Bloomfield Township, East side of Township Road 204 approximately one-mile South 
of County Road 15 

The Sheedy Sanctuary became a realty in January 2006 because of a very generous gift from the estate of 

Kathryn a. Sheedy.  This property was established as a "park or green space for perpetuity".  The Sanctuary 

contains over 40 acres of forested landscape encompassing large stands of previously cultivated white pines, 

dense stands of deciduous woodlands and extensive marsh areas with Buttonbush and other aquatic plants. 

At the entrance of the park follow the trail and notice the white pine trees that line the trail.  On the trail you 

will notice a sign that reads short loop or long loop. When you turn left at the sign, you will find the Marsh 

Observation Area.  Count the steps, you will need this information later. 

Once you are at the observatory, look for turtles, frogs or any other wildlife that may be in this area.  As you 

finish your hike remember to look for ferns and notice the change in trees from pine to hardwoods. 

As always, please stay on the trails.  

How many steps led up to the Observatory look out?  

 

            

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Add your answer to 

the last page! 



Headwaters Outdoor Education 

Center 
151 Home Rd. Mt. Gilead, Ohio (North of Morrow County Sherriff Dept./Jail) 

Headwaters is an outdoor classroom for all citizens of Morrow County.  The beautiful 150-acre facility is home 

to many wildlife inhabitants.  The facility also has over 3 miles of walking trails, a wetland pond with dock, a 

bird blind, shelter house and an all-weather building used for educational activities. 

Find your way to the Education Center off the drive.  Find these improvements and additions at HOEC around the 
Education Center.  
 
What direction/side of the Education Center is a new well for washing and activities?  It is not potable water.   
____________ (North, South, East or West) 
 
The OSU Extension-Morrow County Master Gardeners and Carri Jagger assisted in establishing a pollinator garden at 
HOEC with most of the plants donated by the OSU research facility in Wooster.  What direction/side of the Education 
Center is it located?  ________________ (North, South, East or West) 
 
How many apple trees were planted last fall that came from the stock of original Johnny Appleseed trees? _____ They 

were raised in Wisconsin and donated by SWCD and The Mt. Gilead Tree Board 

Joel Conrad selected the play area at HOEC for his Eagle Scout project and the first phase is a play beehive. What side of 

the Education Center is the “Beehive”?  ________________ (North, South, East or West) 

         

 

 

 



Fishburn Reserve 
3791 Co. Rd. 172, Behind Wendy's @ State Route 95, Past State Highway Patrol Office 

Established in 2007, The Fishburn Reserve is 25 acres donated by Jack Fishburn. The gift also provided the 

matching fund to receive a Clean Ohio Grant to purchase 68 acres of nearby Gleason Nature Preserve. 

Fishburn Reserve is blessed with large native Maple, Sycamore, Buckeye and Hickory trees crowding the banks 

of the headwaters of the majestic Kokosing River. 

The trail makes a continuous loop where you can see how the ecosystem is at work along the river and with 

the understory shrubs, wildflowers, and many migrant and resident birds. 

Please stay on the trails and enjoy the park.  See if you can spot the 2 prothonotary warbler's nesting boxes 

and the wood duck box. 

How many boardwalks/bridges did you find in the park? 

                                       

 

 

 

 

Add your answer to the last page.  



Sautter Park 
8946 County Road 46, Galion, Ohio, 3/4 Mile south of State Route 288 

Sautter Memorial Park is a 95-acre park, 80 of which were donated to the Morrow County Park District in 2004 

in Honor of George and Lillian Sautter. 

A large portion of the acreage contains a very rich and diverse forested beech/maple community with 

numerous wetlands and intermittent streams scattered throughout.  A multistory canopy shades an excellent 

assortment of spring blooming wildflowers and provides ideal nesting habitat for many forest dependent 

birds. 

The established trails intertwine throughout the park.  Dry, gravel upland trail and several bridges allow for 

lovely walking conditions. 

Please stay on the gravel trail when visiting the park 

How many bridges are in the Sautter Park? 

                                                                                                  

 

 

Add your answer to the last 

page.  



ECO Center    ecocenterohio.com 
1757 Co. Rd. 59 Caledonia, Ohio 43314 

ECO Center is an outdoor education center established in 2014.  ECO Center's mission is to provide safe, fun, 

outdoor experiences through environmental education and hands-on learning opportunities. We believe 

exposure to outdoor experiences in youth are essential to fostering a healthy relationship with the 

surrounding world, one that will ultimately impact their environmental choices. Located in Caledonia, Ohio, 

our space offers a rejuvenating wildflower area, a beech-maple forest, event areas and plenty of room to run! 

Each year we take steps to become more self-sustaining and greener.  

For more information about our upcoming events and more about what we offer you can visit 

our website www.ecocenterohio.com  

 

What Ohio bird silhouette can you find along the wooden fence-line next to the event barn?  

                                                                                                            

 

 

 



Mount Gilead State Park 
4119 State Route 95, in Mount Gilead, Ohio 

 
 

Mt. Gilead State Park is a quiet, small 181-acre park centrally located 4119 State Route 95, in Mount Gilead 

Ohio, Morrow County. Mount Gilead State Park offers camping, picnicking, fishing, and hiking, which can be 

enjoyed year-round at this beautiful location. 

In the 1930’s Mount Gilead Lake was an ice harvesting location.  1918 first discussions occurred making Mount 

Gilead Lake what you see and enjoy today. The mature woodlands provide a glimpse of what Ohio was to the 

early settlers. Wildflowers such as wild geranium, hepatica, trillium, and bloodroot, carpet the spring forest 

floor. The leafy canopy is occupied by the wood thrush, white-breasted nuthatch, Carolina wren and other 

songbirds. Skunks, raccoons, white-tailed deer, and a variety of other mammals make this park their home. 

Mount Gilead State Park offers a new labyrinth Dam constructed over the past few years.  It was completed in 

2016.  The entrance for the dam is located off State Route 95 west of the park main entrance.  Upon your 

arrival you will notice the walkway over the system that truly gives a luster to the area.  Watch for any activity 

as the turtles will be hanging out in this area!  It is their favorite spot.  

                                                                         Draw the symbol on the buoys at the Dam.

           

                        

Draw your answer 

on the last page. 



Terradise Nature Center 
1536 Whetstone River Road North Caledonia, Ohio 43314 

Yes, this property is just inside Marion County from our Morrow County western border, but we thought you 

would enjoy it!   

Guided downstream by the magnificent Olentangy River, our property houses a wide range of habitat and 

scenery. From the ever-present towering hardwoods to the seasonal pooling, Ohio’s diverse wildlife thrives 

throughout Terradise Lane and Trails. Located just south of the quite village of Caledonia, Ohio the property is 

rich in history, heritage, and natural features. Our operations purpose is found in wildlife education, 

conservation and research informing our community about the Terradise Nature Preserve, Olentangy River 

and associated wetlands and forests.  

 

What animal-print do you see on the Greenhouse?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Draw or tell what animal 

print on the last page.  



 

 

 

 

 



2021 AIM Answer and Reporting Page:   
Email to morrowmeec@gmail.com  or drop off at OSU Extension – Morrow County drop box (located next to mailboxes 

at Ag Credit Building 5362 US Highway 42 Mt. Gilead)    

Prizes for drawing:  (Go to 6 of the 8 parks to qualify for the prize drawing!!!!) 

1-hour class of archery for up to 5 people ages 10+; 1.5-hour class of Fire-building for 5 people ages 10+; Family Weather 

Activity Basket (Weather Science Experiments, Weather gauges, solar power windmill kit, umbrella); Morrow County 4-H 

Family Basket; Capital Theater Movie tickets; 2 Cedar Bird Feeders; Bird Feeder made of recycled, Bird watching items; 

and more. 

Family/Group Name: __________________________ 

Contact Information:    Email: ______________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________ 

 

Total Family/Group Steps:  ________________ 

Maxwell Park

# Steps ______

Sheedy

# Steps _______

Headwaters

# Steps ______

Fishburn

# Steps ____

Sautter

# Steps ______

ECO

# Steps ______

Mt. Gilead

# Steps _____

Terradise

# Steps _____

Go to 6 parks by Labor Day to 

enter the prize drawing!! 

mailto:morrowmeec@gmail.com

