What are the Facts??
Information about the OSU Extension — Morrow County Renewal Levy!

On the primary ballot, Tuesday, November Sth, there will be a 0.5 mill tax renewal levy for 5 years to
support OSU Extension - Morrow County which includes services and programming in the areas of 4-H
Youth Development, Agriculture and Natural Resources, Family and Consumer Sciences, Community
Development Education and SNAP-Ed Nutrition Education for Morrow County citizens.

This is a RENEWAL! A Renewal Levy means NO New Taxes/Increases, even with Countywide
Reappraisals of Property Value!!!! There are some factors that would increase the amount paid but that
would be on a property-by-property change as determined by the county auditor only.

Why do you need a levy?

In 2009, OSU Extension - Morrow County only received $6,250 of an annual budget request from the Morrow
County Commissioners. This cut is due to the Morrow County financial crisis and a 1.3-million-dollar county
budget shortfall for that year. The Morrow County Commissioners had to make cuts to balance the budget,
cutting Extension and other departments. In that budget planning the County Commissioners proposed the levy
to help with the budget shortfall. In 2009, Extension passed the first levy to support the OSU office, renewed it
in 2014 and then in 2019. It is up for the 5 year renewal.

Why can't you get funding from Ohio State University?

No OSU tuition, athletics or medical center funds help pay for OSU Extension at the county level. Only county,
state and federal Extension funds support Extension office programming. The Ohio State University Extension
has an agreement with Ohio county government in which a county must first support Extension financially
before state government and federal Extension funds additionally support the county Extension program. These
additional Extension state and federal funds are separate from higher education funding. Approximately, 40% of
the educator salaries and benefits are paid by state and federal dollars. OSU Extension — Morrow County is your
connection to the trusted resources of The Ohio State University since 1919, but not funding.

What happens if the levy fails?

Programs and services conducted by OSU Extension - Morrow County, including 4-H will be eliminated unless
funds are made available from the county. Last year 2,700 youth received 4-H educational programming. See
the additional programming that would be cut as described in this newsletter.

Can 4-H members participate in another county program?

Ohio 4-H rules state that youth members are to participate in their county of residence. This is a funding issue,
taxpayers in another county do not want to support educational programs for Morrow County youth. It puts the
burden on their county commissioners and taxpayer dollars. The same would be for Morrow County taxpayers
and the county commissioners, they don't want to pay to help educate another county's youth. The cross-county
line 4-H policy is void when there is no Extension program in the county of residence. In short, no Extension
program in a county means all 4-H membership opportunities end for the residents of that county.

Can Morrow County youth take their 4-H projects to the Ohio State Fair?

The Ohio State Fair rules state that youth must be a member of Ohio 4-H or FFA to participate in Jr. Fair
Livestock competition. That is also the case for the 4-H horse projects, 4-H small animal projects, and 4-H
“still” projects such as clothing, nutrition, robotics, fishing etc. If there is no OSU Extension Office in a county
there is no 4-H program in that county and no 4-H projects are eligible to attend the Ohio State Fair Jr. Division
competition. Morrow County youth not in FFA could only participate in the Ohio State Fair Open Class
Divisions for livestock/horses/dogs.



Will we have a fair if the levy fails and there is no Extension county funding?

Yes, Morrow County can have a fair! OSU Extension - Morrow County and the Morrow County Agriculture
Society are separate entities and are financed separately. Morrow County youth could have the opportunity to
participate in the fair as decided by the Agriculture Society, but not as 4-H members. Their 4-H membership
and clubs will end if funds are not available to support Extension. Also, no Extension funds pay for the Jr. Fair
Coordinators employed by the Sr. Fair Board. 4-H teens and volunteers with a Jr. Fair role would no longer be
organized and supported by Ohio 4-H.

What’s it going to cost me?

Information based on Morrow County appraisal of property in 2009. For a 0.5 mill levy, homeowners would
pay approximately $17.50 per year, per property valued at $100,000. There are other reductions each property
owner could have which would reduce this amount paid.

How much will the levy provide in funding to the Extension Office?

Because it is a Renewal from 2009 it is valued as a .28 mil levy! Dollars received also change each year because
of the constant change of existing 2009 use of land, housing, and businesses. We have received anywhere from
$300,000 to $431,000 over the years even though the Auditor lists the next potential amount of as $410,000.
New and reduction of housing on properties, businesses coming and going add too or reduced a renewal levy.

Isn't this levy just for 4-H?

No, it is for the OSU Extension - Morrow County office which provides leadership to the following program
areas: 4-H Youth Development, Agriculture and Natural Resources (including Master Gardeners), Family and
Consumer Sciences (including SNAP-Ed nutrition education), and Community Development.

Who will receive the funds collected by the levy?

These funds will not go into the county commissioner’s general fund or another county fund/agency. All the
funds collected by the levy must go directly to and used by the OSU Extension - Morrow County office for the
citizens of Morrow County!

Has this been done before?
Currently, twelve (12) other counties across the state are successfully funded by county Extension levies. Noble
County has been a levy supported county since 1986.

Why should I pay for something extra that my taxes should be paying for?

As you look at your property tax statement, very little of your current taxes go to the general county fund
through which Extension was funded before 2009. The county government relies on this little amount of money,
sales tax revenue, and investments to run Morrow County. All these annual funds have not met the demand and
mandates for these funds.

Why not use an income tax levy?
Current Ohio law does not allow us to use income tax levies.

Will my taxes go up each year?
This is a Renewal from 2009. Unless the county Auditor changes your property values on an individual basis,
NOT countywide reappraisals it will stay the same. We are receiving about the same dollars each year.

Who decides what the levy money is used for?

Morrow County citizens, Morrow County program Extension Educators, and the county Extension Advisory
Committee (made up of Morrow County citizens) all work together to decide the needs of Morrow County. The
needs of our county as well as research available establish programming and where dollars are to be spent. The
more dollars available the more programming Extension can provide to a county.



How has the Extension office changed since the first levy was passed?

As promised in the first levy we have become a full-service office offering all Extension program areas. We
hired Educators to meet the programming needs of our county and expanded our educational impact to reach
more audiences. We will continue to survey and assess the needs to help our citizens. Please take our surveys to
help decide where dollars will go.

How are dollars being used for your new office space?

Several years ago, we moved into the new Ag Credit Agriculture Center. Our OSU Extension office did NOT
put any money into constructing this building. Our rent is 40 cents LESS per square foot for our usable space
and we have free use of a large education/conference room with additional technology included. While at the
Wilhelm Building, we were paying additional dollars to rent spaces for large education programs. That is no
longer an issue at the Ag Credit Building.

How is a levy campaign financed?

Money used to support and finance the levy campaign is raised by the levy committee. All costs of the levy
campaign are paid with contributions from supporters of OSU Extension - Morrow County only. No taxpayer
dollars go into the levy campaign.

How can I help?

You can become involved in the campaign by talking to friends, neighbors, and co-workers about the
importance of these services to Morrow County citizens. Help is needed to work on campaign promotion and
donate to the levy fund through treasurer, Melissa S. Kidwell, 5790 Co. Rd. 20, Mt. Gilead, Ohio 43338.

Can someone donate to the operations of OSU Extension - Morrow County?

For years other moneys, either donated or raised, have financially supported specific programming of the OSU
Extension - Morrow County office. This donation would be a tax-deductible donation. Please contact the
Morrow County OSU Extension Office for more information.

What youth can participate in 4-H?

Youth ages 5 and in kindergarten to 19 all may join the traditional club 4-H program all year long. 4-H club
members live in all townships of Morrow County! Beyond traditional 4-H club membership we offer youth
education programs countywide at libraries, parks, and schools. We partner with county agencies, organizations
and schools to provide many programs.

What is OSU Extension — Morrow County?

OSU Extension — Morrow County has been educating Morrow County since 1919. OSU Extension — Morrow
County is your connection to the trusted resources of The Ohio State University. We offer practical information
on issues of home, family living, agriculture, horticulture, businesses, community, and well-being that improves
your everyday life.

What is OSU Extension and What does it do for Morrow County?

OSU Extension — Morrow County is your connection to the trusted resources of The Ohio State University. We
offer practical information on issues of home, family living, agriculture, horticulture, businesses, community,
and well-being that improves your everyday life.



